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About Us
The Werribee River Association began in 1981 from a small group of citizens concerned about
the degradation of the Werribee River and impacts of urbanisation.
The organisation has become a professional environmental agency, governed by a board of 8
directors, with a team of 3-4 part-time staff, working with hundreds of community volunteers,
across multiple programs, and in partnership with dozens of stakeholders.
The Werribee River Association has 40 years of positive social, economic and environmental
impact – we estimate our worth is approximately 1 million in value each year.

Background to the development of the project
The first community led litter project in Wyndham was set up in 2012 by Werribee River
Association (WRA) and other partner agencies. Litterwatch Project reflected the growing
concerns for litter in the community and evidence of the organisation’s proactive position in
tackling environmental issues.
The outcomes of the Litterwatch Project included the commencement of Beach Patrol 3030, with
the support of litter champion, Rob Bradley. Starting in 2015, this monthly clean-up group in
Werribee South, continues today, and has collected over 12,000 kilos of litter and 15,000 bottles
and cans from Wyndham’s beaches and waterways.
But the work of Beach Patrol 3030 and the other outcomes of the Litterwatch Project was only
tackling a small area, and a small part of the problem of litter. Our commitment to the combatting
litter would remain.

Litter Champion Rob Bradley, from Beach Patrol 3030, at the Spring Clean the City at Docklands.

Litter Blitz Project Overview
The Port Phillip Bay Fund enabled the Werribee River Association to engage and deliver a range
of activities, partnerships and interventions carried out between 2018-2020 under the banner of
the LitterBlitz Project. A part-time staff member led the project, and was supported by a growing
team of concerned citizens and a small team of staff.
The Project included support for the existing litter group Beach Patrol 3030, and the creation of 3
additional litter groups called Love Our Streets, all affiliated with Beach Patrol Australia, offering
long term and sustained outcomes for community involvement in clean-ups in Wyndham.
The Project also included many other community actions:
• engagement at a number of large community events
• education and litter audits in schools,
• support for a new organisation and outcomes in Bacchus Marsh
• supporting the growth of our corporate volunteerism
• partnering with Wyndham City Council and many other stakeholders to support their work
against litter.

Big Bottle display and community stall, Station Place, Werribee, July 2018

New Clean-Up Groups

Working with local litter champions, 3 new
Love Our Street groups were developed
between 2018-2020.
Love Our Street 3030 – Werribee started in
2018 as a result of the work of Lisa Field, a
local litter champion. It is a monthly clean-up
group focussed on the Werribee City Centre.
Since commencing, Love Our Street 3030
has removed 2,500 kilos of litter from the
streets, parks and gardens of Werribee.

In consultation with locals, there was an
identified need for a group in Manor
Lakes/Wyndham Vale. An inaugural Love
Our Street 3024 clean was held in late 2019,
with support from Melbourne Water, with 12
volunteers engaged to collect and sort 1000
pieces of rubbish.
The Love Our Street 3024 group has all the
elements for an ongoing group, and an
ongoing community litter champion is still
being sought to lead this into the future.
Establishing these new community groups
has included group development, marketing,
equipment and resources and alignment with
Beach Patrol Australia and use of the
LitterStopper App.

In March 2019, another local litter champion,
Karen Hucker, was supported to commence
a monthly clean-up group called Love Our
Street 3029 focussed on Hoppers Crossing
and Tarneit.
Love Our Street 3029 has removed close to
500 kilos of litter from the streets, parks and
gardens of Hoppers Crossing and Tarneit.

The total amount of litter removed
by Beach Patrol 3030 and the
Love Our Street groups in Wyndham
between 2015-2020
14,500 kilos
There is significant value in the work
achieved by these clean-up groups – beyond
the kilos removed. The community
engagement, activism, education and civic
pride is truly embedded in the Beach Patrol
and Love Our Street movement, offering
significant community value.

Community Programming
Here is a snap shot of our LitterBlitz community programming, inclusive of large clean-up events.
Event
Green Living Series Trivia night

Description
Partnered with
Wyndham City Council

When
Feb 2018 & Jan
2019

Reach/engagement
250

Clean-up Australia Day
Spring Clean the City
Container Deposit Scheme
(CDS) 'big bottle' display and
community stall
Clean-up Australia Day
War on Waste Expo

Beach Patrol 3030
Beach Patrol Australia
Campaign for a CDS
Boomerang Alliance

Mar 2018
Sept 2018
July 2018

110
700
1000

Love Our Street 3030
Community Stall,
Wyndham City Council
Beach Patrol Australia
Ocean Crusaders
Wyndham City Council
Community Stall, Dennis
Family Homes

Mar 2019
Sept 2019

70
500

Sept 2019
Nov 2019

800
100

Jan 2020

1500

Zoos Victoria

Jan 2020

2000

Werribee Park Heritage
Orchard
Beach Patrol Australia

Mar 2020

1500

Oct 2020

50

Spring Clean the City
Paddle Against Plastic
Australia Day Festival, Manor
Lakes
Community display at
Melbourne Zoo
Summer Heritage Fruit Tree
Festival
Spring Clean your Patch

A
a reach of 8,500 people (min) at live events – valuing partnerships
Our engagement has steadily grown over the
past years, supporting our efforts to make a
meaningful and sustained impact.

- Nature Stewards
- Remember the Wild
- and at our AGM.

We also took part in a number of online
events or webinars in 2020:
- with Melbourne Water

These online events enabled us to reach out
to new audiences, some from interstate.

War Against Waste Expo, Encore Events Centre, 2019

Australia Day celebrations, Manor Lakes, 2020

Partnerships
Our litter work has resulted in new and
valuable partnerships. Here is a snap-shot of
some of our LitterBlitz partnerships work:
In 2020 we supported environmental
champion, Jodie Valpied, to setup a new
environmental group in Bacchus Marsh,
called the Platypus Alliance Bacchus Marsh
This group was supported, in initial formation
and liaison with Moorabool Shire to take
action on litter hotspots, signage and with
ongoing partnering.
In building any new enviro group, community
engagement was paramount, and 450
children took up the opportunity to
participate in a competition seeking their
designs for initial branding and community
signage.
Werribee River Association, Melbourne
Water and Bacchus Marsh Platypus Alliance
have now formed a partnership to continue
to work on local litter hot spots and
appropriate interventions in the upper
Werribee catchment area.

Poster competition for new signage, 2020

Conservation Volunteers Australia invited us
to take part in a 4-year litter investigation
project, as one of only 8 rivers across
Australia. This project had just begun before
the pandemic in 2020, but has got underway
online, and it raised our work in the LitterBlitz
Project to an interstate level. See
https://campfire.cva.org.au/seatosource
…
The LitterBlitz project was able to activate
corporate volunteerism, working with 3 new
partnerships - Holcim Werribee, AGL and
Hungry Jacks. This is proving to have
ongoing and sustained benefits for
community engagement and large working
bees.
…

…

The LitterBlitz Project worked with 6 schools
in Wyndham, supporting students to
conduct litter audits, to develop a Litter
Source Reduction Plan and implement
projects to reduce littering within their
school environment.
This valuable work has enabled students to
develop their environmental leadership
capabilities.

The LitterBlitz Project Officer worked with
Wyndham City Council to codesign the
Building a Cleaner Wyndham project, that
seeks to engage and inform builders of the
effects of building site litter that escapes the
development site in Wyndham.

This project has been shared with our
partners at Bacchus Marsh Platypus
Alliance, as this is an emerging issue in their
community.

Partner agencies included Wyndham Council
and Development Victoria.
Interventions included promotion of better
on-site storage of rubbish and greater uptake
for recycling, i.e., waffle pod recycling
through the Pod Scrap Bag Program.
Initial litter audits on development sites were
supported by Love Our Street 3030 – Werribee group

…
Working with Melbourne Water and Point
Cook Open Spaces, we developed a litter
sculpture 'Our Home' that will be used to
promote the work of the various litter groups
in Wyndham and beyond. The sculpture is
capable of being filled up with litter in the
various letters which make up the sculpture.
The sculpture was designed with community
input and created by Victorian artist, Kathy
Holowko.

Wire sculpture for community campaigns/events

…
During the pandemic a number of initiatives
were carried out by our members under the
banner of 'Love Our Patch.’ The work of the
Love Our Street and Beach Patrol Groups
adapted to the new norm, by collecting litter
in pairs, part of social exercising, and
explored other creative ways to keep
connected when community programs were
cancelled due to social restrictions.

The LitterBlitz Project included multiple
reports and correspondence with Wyndham
City, Moorabool Shire, the Victorian
Government and Melbourne Water –
advocating for signage, for action on litter
hotspots, to ban single use plastics, for
tougher action on developers, for a container
deposit scheme, on procurement policies,
and capital works for drainage, as examples.
All the clean-up groups now use LitterStopper App
to include data of their clean-ups.

LitterStopper phone app, developed by
Beach Patrol Australia, and supported by the
LitterBlitz Project funding, was created to
allow easy collection of litter data from
cleanups.

cancelled and we asked community
members to continue to do clean-ups as part
of their daily exercise.
We were also invited to assist with transfer of
this data onto the DELWP Litterwatch
database which was built to collect data from
multiple stakeholders including Beach Patrol
Australia and Tangaroa Blue.

Supporting litter group leaders and
community members to use the
LitterStopper app was important for the
LitterBlitz Project, especially during the
pandemic when all community events were
…

advocacy is the continuous theme
embedded in our reports and in
all our communications
data is everything when it comes
to advocacy

Volunteers continued to carry out collections during the
pandemic under the social restrictions, and were
supported to include data into the LitterStopper App

K Road Cliffs, Wyndham, has been negatively impacted by poor planning and lack of controls. Our advocacy work
has advanced the case for capital works to this valuable site.

Conclusion of the LitterBlitz Project
The impacts of the LitterBlitz project are both
external, supporting the environment and
supporting new groups, but equally they
have had a beneficial impact internally for
our organisation, building our capacity to
continue this vital work.
The LitterBlitz Project has progressed our
work in the litter movement, but this work is
ongoing, particularly to affect change with
government and policy makers, and the
producers and packagers, who continue to
allow economies to override the benefit of a
clean environment.

We are ready now more than ever, to
continue to advocate and lead on reducing
the harmful impacts of littering in Port Phillip
Bay and the Werribee River catchment.
Thank-you to the lead Project Officer, Liam
Coombes and the Werribee Riverkeeper,
John Forrester for their leadership in the
LitterBlitz Project 2018-20.

